
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010-2011 PASF  

Board of Directors  
  

Saul Santoyo  
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Danie la Garza  

1st Vice President  
  

Clemente  Armendariz   

2nd Vice President  
  

Rudy Martinez   

Secretary  
  

Kara Blomquist  

Student Director  
   

Erik Buchanan  

State Director  
  

Belda Martinez  

Financial Director  
  

Clemente Del Campo  

Program Director  
  

Amanda Cortez  
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Erik Buchanan  

Interim  

Scholarship Director  
  

Buffy Brummett  

TAMOAS Director  
  

Jerome Johnson  

Contest Director  

Thank you Sponsor Clemente Del Campo , Med High  chapter, for hosting 

the PASF 2011 Mixer. All con vention delegates are invited. If your chapter has an 

interest in hosting the Mixer for convention 201 2, please contact a board 

member.  

  

The Pan Am erican Student Forum of Texas 68 th State Convention at the San 
Antonio Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center i s just a few days away. March 11-

12, 2011. Sponsor members please take special note of the following.  

  

Encourage delegates to use trash bins. This will cut cost.  

Remind delegates of the San Antonio 11:30 p.m. curfew.  

Campaign items are not to be posted to  any door or wall of the 

convention center.  

Bring ideas for 20 12 convention theme.  

  

The PASF Board of Directors will continue the breakfast prize project. Chapters 

are requested to donate a gift as a door prize to be given at the 

Teacher/Sponsor Breakfast . The requested item should range from $10 -$15. This 

may be counted in the òProjectsó section for the scrapbook. If possible, inform 

Amanda Cortez  (amanda.cortez@stisd.net ) that your chapter will be 

participat ing. Gifts will be accepted at registration.  

  

  

We look forward to seeing you at the convention in San Antonio!!!  

  
        Erik Buchanan  

A Publication of the Pan American Student Forum  

2010 and 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fro m the State Director         pg.  2 

From the Student State Officers         pg. 3        

TAMOAS  & MOAS                                 pg. 6 

Mexico Cultural Program                     pg. 8  

 

Chapter News                                pg. 12  

Blurbs                                             pg. 13  

Tentative Convention Agenda        pg. 14  

Convention Center Maps                pg. 15  

 

mailto:amanda.cortez@stisd.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pan Am Times 2010 - 2011         Page 2  

Broomball at LBJ  
  

Bienvenidos a Pan American Student 

Forum of Texas!  
 
 

Bienvenidos a Pan American Student Forum of Texas! Para ahorrarle su valioso tiempo 

trataré de enfocarme en los puntos más interesantes para Ud.  

 

 El colegio Med High será encargada  de  la reunión social d e la Convención 2011. 

La reunión social  estará abierto para todos los miembros del PASF.  

 

 Por  aviso del departamento de viajes del estado, el paseo a México ha sido 

cancelado por este año escolar. En su reemplazo becas para la Ciudad de San 

Antonio fuero n ofrecidas. En este momento los miembros del plantel están 

estudiando otras opciones de viajes.  

 

 Este año cada participante de Noche Panamericana y el Rio Show recibirá un listón 

y la escuela recibirá  una escarapela.  

 

 Una vez que los nombres de los estudi antes sean sometidos a la Oficina del Estado, 

estos entraran en una base de datos y no necesitan ser sometidos otra vez.  

 

 Los cargos a las posiciones de Director de Becas y Publicidad quedaron vacantes 

durante el mes de agosto. Yolanda Soliz se retiró y Ra chel Puckett está estudiando 

para su masterado.  A ambas, les deseamos mucha suerte. Los miembros actuales 

del plantel estarán sirviendo como interinos por el resto del año.  

    

 Por favor entérese de las noticias actuales en nuestro sitio de la web.  

 

 El talento de los estudiantes miembros del plantel es impresionante. Este es uno de 

los equipos más expresivos que hemos tenido.  Muchas gracias a los 

patrocinadores por alentarlos a aspirar al cargo de oficiales.  

 

 $1282 fue recuperado por Clai m It Texas.  

 

 PASF está tratando de recuperar otros fondos de Claim It Texas. Cualquier conexión 

con Vitoria, Texas nos podrá ayudar.  

 

Erik Buchanan  

State Director  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Noticias de Plano Oeste  
  

The Los Lobos PASF Chapter kicked off the 

sta rt of a great school year with an ice cream 

social between the foreign language clubs at 

school.  Beginning with tasty treats and fun for 

all, the social was a huge success, unifying 

foreign language students from all parts of 

campus.  By creating a solid foundation within 

the school, los lobos were ready to head into the 

community to start making a difference.  

 Losing no time, students entered into the 

real world to impact those around them.  Starting 

at a local church, members of the chapter have 

begun to  volunteer at an ongoing food drive, 

translating and aiding in food distribution.  

Utilizing their knowledge gained in the 

classroom, these students are successfully 
integrating the Spanish language into their 

everyday lives.  

 And it doesnõt stop here; Los Lobos 

Chapter has big plans for the future.   Our club is 

planning to get involved in community activities 

by volunteering at a local international festival 

held in the city of Plano.  Weõre also hosting our 

very own salsa contest, challenging students to  

dive into the Spanish culture, through the 

kitchen.  With lots to look forward to, the 

students here at Plano West are ready to get a 

new year underway!  

 

Kara Blomquist  

Student Director  

  

Off to an Amazing Start  
  

 A new school year has just begun and so  

has a new chapter of PASF!  Although the year is 

just getting started, Med Highõs PASF chapter 2010-

2011 has already begun its preparation for this 

yearõs State Convention.  With all its new 

members, Med Highõs PASF is in for a wild year and 

we canõt wait.  The excitement in our new 

members and past members for making this PASF 

year a memorable one is only building.  Plans 

have already been started for fundraising, 

scrapbook, TAMOAS, and even dance.  Not only 

have we been preparing for Convention, but we 

have also been exemplifying what PASF is about, 

displaying the Latino culture.  Recently our PASF 

chapter celebrated 200 years of Mexicoõs 

independence along with Hispanic Heritage 

Month by, on September 16 th, hosting a grito 

contest, a costume contest, and  performing 

traditional dances of Mexico.  We held the 

festivities during our lunch hour on the cafeteria 

stage to share our Hispanic pride with the whole of 

our school.  We hope to continue enrollment and 

share the great experience that is PASF with all o f 

our school.  As it seems this yearõs Med High PASF 

chapter is getting off to an amazing start and will 

certainly finish with a bang.  We cannot  wait until 

State Convention to once again meet up with the 

rest of our PASF family.   

 

Daniela Garza  

1st Vice President  
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¡Saludos a todos y bienvenidos a PASF 2010-2011! 
  

I know everyone including myself is excited about this year and is looking forward to 

convention. Our goal as always is to make convention the best expe rience for the new and the 

returning members. With  the dedication and determination of the  PASF Board of Directors, student 

officers and all the active local chapters that help at convention, we will reach our goal of making 

the 2011 state convention enjoy able and the best one yet. I hope that every chapter has a 

satisfactory year and are able to attend convention to experience the friendliness of PASF and 

everything that we have to offer. ¡ Gracias y espero verlos en San Antonio!   

Saul Santoyo  

President   
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Itõs been a long cold winter but despite the 
awful weather Med Highõs PASF chapter is going 
strong and braving through harsh conditions. Med 
Highõs PASF has been busier than ever planning 
fundraising such as selling chocolates and selling 
club t-shirts among other things. The local officers 
constantly meet to think of new ways to make Med 
Highõs PASF a stronger chapter and to raise as much 
money as possible to go to State Convention this 
March. Not only has PASF been busy fundraising 
but they have also been extremely busy practicing 
for TAMOAS and the Rio Show. Practice is held 
every Tuesday and Thursday after school and they 
have progressed tremendously. All of our members 
are extremely excited that convention is so close and 
that itõs almost time to go up to San Antonio once 
again and experience that which is State Convention. 
Now itõs up to the State board and officers to make 
sure that the 68th State Convention goes off without a 
glitch. As part of the State Board I have been busy 
thinking up ways to make sure that this State 
Convention is the best one yet. We have been 
collaborating and are excited to get together once 
again, this time in San Antonio, to put the final 
touches on State Convention. Convention is only 
about a month away but there is still so much to do. I 
am truly enjoying being a part of PASFõs board and I 
hope that our hard work pays off. Letõs just hope 
that the weather gets warmer!!! 

Daniela Garza , 1st Vice President  

1st Vice President  
 

continued  

El Club de Español de Lufkin High  
 

Another great year for the Lufkin Spanish Club is rolling! This 
time of year is always fun, as we plan for convention, fundraise 

and do whatever it takes to be able to attend. We are proud of 

having more than 100 members in our club, who will contribute 

their time and hard work to our goal of attending convention and 

having a great year like always. We started of the year with our 

welcoming dinner meeting at a local Tex-Mex restaurant and also 

had several other club meetings during school time to set up these 

years activities. We elected our five officers, who will lead our 

local chapter and its members with their creative ideas and great 

enthusiasm to success. We have already enthusiastically 

volunteered at the Winnie Berry Animal Shelter which we have 
been doing since last year. The club also gathered at the bowling 

alley for a day of fun and a way to socialize and get to know each 

other better. The active members have been selling candy 

throughout the year to increase their chances of going to San 

Antonio and the contest participants have been chosen and are 

getting prepared to do well at convention. We had our annual 

Christmas posada where everyone enjoyed the many delicious 

and traditional Hispanic dishes that everyone brought. The 

sponsors organized fun games to entertain the group such as the 

sack race, the piñata, and pin the tail on the donkey. The evening 

was sure well spent as everyone got to socialize with others and 

get closer to them. Everyone is eager and looking forward to 
convention, from the members who have already attended, to the 

first timers which I know will enjoy the friendliness of the other 

PASF chapters that visit San Antonio and all that happens at 

convention. As we always say, ñAh² nos vemos!ò 

Saul Santoyo 

President 

S

a

u
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S
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TMHS prepara para un a Śo de éxito  

  

The Tuloso Midway Chapter of PASF has elected our officers and had a a great shirt.  We 

are preparing for our homecoming whose theme this year is òTM goes to Hollywoodó.  The Spanish 

Club Homecoming Beau and Sweetheart are Clemente Armendariz  and Isis Garcia.  Everyone is 

excited because of the Homecoming dance is going to be a bay cruise of the Captain Carks Flagship.  

 To commemorate National Hispanic Heritage month (September 15 ð October 15), PASF will be 

recognizing outstanding Hispanic ed ucators and community members.  The TMHS PASF is excited 

about the state convention and is planning many activities to get all members as involved as possible.  

          Clemente Armendariz  
          2nd Vice President  
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continued  

Noticias de Plano Oeste 
 

The Los Lobos PASF Chapter is excited to get the new semester underway with lots of activities coming up.  After wrapping up the fall semester with a 
Spanish cena filled with traditional Spanish dishes and delicious deserts, the students are eager to continue their exploration of Spanish culture with events such 
as Spanish game nights and karaoke. 
 During January, some members of the Lobos Chapter are getting involved with the community by teaching doctors at a local church some Spanish before 
they embark on a mission trip to Costa Rica.  By using their language skills to make a difference, these students are able to see the positive impact their actions 
make on the world around them. 
 As the Convention draws near, all in the Los Lobos Chapter are ready to travel to San Antonio and reunite with their PASF family.  While the members are 
studying for the upcoming tests, the thing los lobos are looking forward to the most is learning about Spanish culture and meeting other students who share their 
interest in Spanish.  Needless to say, everyone in the Los Lobos PASF Chapter is eager for what the future holds! 

Kara Blomquist  

Student Director  

 
 We are excited at Tuloso Midway High School about this yearôs PASF state convention.  We are 
preparing by talking about last yearôs convention.  Topics of discussion include how things ran and what to 

expect.  We have also had members sign up for tests that they are interested in taking at c onvention. 

Clemente Armendariz, 2nd Vice President 

Dear PASF, 

 

Today on September 18
th

, the board members and student officers met in one room, for the first time, to begin 

planning for the 68
th

 State Convention.  We didnôt think that our first real meeting would be so soon or that the 

planning process started so early.  Soon into our first meeting we realized that planning Convention was going to be 

hard work.  Most of us didnôt know and quickly discovered that even the tiniest of details make a huge impact on 

PASF.  We discussed everything from finances to t-shirts, and itôs only the beginning.  Not only do we have to take into 

consideration the ideas of the board members and student officers but also the feelings of all the sponsors and 

delegates.  Throughout the planning process the board members and student officers had their differences in opinions, 

but these conflicts lead to decisions that will better PASF.   

One such decision was to hand out ribbons at the Noche Panamericana instead of trophies.  A lot of thought 

went into this seemingly small change.  We weighed the costs and benefits and came to the conclusion that giving each 

participating school a rosette and each participant a ribbon was the best option for everyone.  By handing out ribbons, 

each student gets something they can take away and keep forever, while trophies remain at the schools long after the 

students leave them.  Plus, lots of schools donôt even allocate trophy space for Spanish clubs, so, with a rosette, teachers 

can hang their ribbons wherever there is wall space.  On top of all of this, handing out one rosette per participating 

school and individual ribbons to each participant is much cheaper than handing out one trophy per school.  So, with all 

of these financial and personal benefits, the switch from trophies to ribbons benefits all members of the PASF 

organization, sponsors, delegates, and officers alike.   

Although weôre planning on making more changes, weôre keeping in mind the meaning and essence of PASF.  

Together we planned, compromised, and voted on new ratifications for PASF that we feel will make this yearôs 

convention the best one yet.  We canôt wait for Convention to see the results of all our hard work.  Although this was 

just our first meeting, we are already becoming a close PASF student officer family.  We plan to take advantage of our 

meetings to grow, learn from each other, and combine each of our individual strengths to optimize the PASF 

Convention experience.   

 

Sincerely,  

Student Officers 2010-2011  
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PRE-CONVENTION EDITION 
  

TAMOAS Director: Buffy Brummett  

  

There have been some time changes made to the debate and registration schedule this year. The schedule 

of events is published in this edition of the Pan Am Times, so please make your plans accordingly.  
  

Reminders for each delegate and delegation:  
  

1. Each de legate must dress in business attire. If a delegate is improperly dressed, that delegate will be asked 

to leave the committee room and will not be allowed to return until the appropriate dressed . 
  

2. Each delegate must bring at least 30 stapled copies of his/her resolution to convention this year. One copy 

will be turned in to be judged for form and substance, and the remainder will be submitted to the director and 

then given to the committee rapporteurs for debate in committee.  Please keep in mind that if  your resolution 

is not written correctly, it will not be debated until it has been changed and resubmitted for correct form and 

substance.  
  

3. Each delegate who is wishing to be considered for the National MOAS Scholarship must submit the 

appropriate pap erwork during the delegationõs initial registration at the start of the 2011 PASF Convention. 

Once debate has begun, no other applications will be accepted.  

 

4. All delegates must wear the numbered badge provided at registration in a visible place near the  right 

shoulder.  All numbered badges must be returned at the end of debate.  

 

5.  Delegates will need to arrive with printed copies of the following information as copies will not be provided.  

 -TAMOAS Rules and Procedures  

 -TAMOAS General Assembly Guideli nes 

 -TAMOAS 2011 List of Topics for Debate  

 -TAMOAS Study Guide  

 
 

 

Information for DC Scholarship:  
  

Students who wish to apply for the scholarship to the National MOAS in Washington, DC, must turn in the 

following documents:  

  

ƍ Personal Information For m (including picture)  

ƍ Completed Student Application  

ƍ Permission Slip 

ƍ Teacher Recommendation Form (teacher will turn in separately at registration) 

  

Please staple all documents together, in the order listed above, for submission at registration.  Dele gates will 

not be eligible for consideration without all of the proper paperwork completed and turned in by 2:00 pm on 

Friday, March 11, 2011 . 
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   National Team: Argentina 

The MOAS trip was an awesome experience. 
This was my first time in Washington D.C., and I didnôt 
want to leave. Debating in second committee was fun; 
everyone was warm and friendly, and we had practiced 
a long honored ñtraditionò of second committee. We 
exchanged apple pies! If any of us would feel that we 
got a little too much into the debate and maybe made 
someone mad/offended; we would present them with an 
apple pie, and all was well.  Other than the actual 
debate, the touring was amazing. I fell in love with the 
Smithsonian and all of the monuments. I made lots of 
friends from around the country, and even some outside 
of the US. I would love to go again!                

                                                     -Bhavik Patel 

 
 

 At times we find ourselves striving our very best 
to reach a certain goal, unfortunately we arenôt always 
able to reach that objective but what matters the most is 
to try. I found myself amazed to know that I was selected 
to attend MOAS 2010 and from that very moment my 
passion for debate grew. Sometimes experience is what 
you get when you didnôt get what you wanted, but it is 
brilliant to acquire what you wanted and gain experience 
from it. MOAS was not only a really fun experience but it 
was a breath taking exploration of the true purpose of the 
Organization of American States. When I came back from 
the trip I started to actually take into account the OAS as 
something I would love to be part of when I graduate 
from college. MOAS was not only a competition it was an 
opportunity that open my horizons and broad en my 
thoughts about my future.                       -Yuriko Ramirez 

 
 My experience at Washington D.C. was very 

invigorating. I was exposed to different cultures and saw people 
that acted as a clear reflection of what America really is: a 
melting pot of different cultures and countries. The 
internationality that was so evident in Washington D.C. 
definitely impacted me, as I was exposed to so many different 
cultures and types of people -that was what made the trip to 

D.C. the greatest!                                              -Allyse Griffin 

I cherished the cultural connection and 
academic experience while I stayed in Washington D.C. 
Overall my experience was an unforgettable one 
because it not only showed but gave me many different 
things. Moas showed me an idea of what a diplomatic 
career in debate is like and how it takes a lot of work. I 
was able to open my mind to more options and different 
things going on in the world, as well as giving me the 
opportunity  to sightsee the marvelous monuments 
modeled after our founding fathers. Finally, it was able 
to give me an opportunity not only to become 
dedicated, responsible, and learn more about Latin 
America, but an opportunity to meet new people from 
that region as well as making make new friends.                     
-Ana Victoria De la Garza   

 
My trip to Washington D.C. for the Pan American 
competitio highlights of my life. This was my first 
trip to the nationôs capital. The surroundings were 
beautiful, and I enjoyed walking from place to 

place. People in competition were very friendly 
and I made lots of new friends during the time 
that I spent there. I would recommend 

participating to anyone and Iôd love to come back!                                        
-Jazmine James 

Participating in PASF for the last three 
years has been o ne of the more gratifying 
experiences of my high school career.  A certain 
sense of possibility and the tangible promise of 
change reside in an organization that truly 
attempts (and succeeds) and creating the political 
figures that will lead our generation  into the 
forefront of the world.  We do not pretend to 
know how to solve problems that our elders and 
wisers could not, but our willingness and 
dedication to finding innovative approaches to 
age-old problems carries with it the determination 

necessary for  progress.   -Lulu Chang  

 

 

Since I am considering going into foreign affairs, the prospect of meeting real OAS diplomats at the Model 
Organization of American States greatly excited me. Tanya Blackburn, the representative that spoke to 
MOAS First Committee, did not disappoint me. While listening to her speak, I remember thinking ñI hope 
thatôs me one day.ò Even though her speech was just informative on what the MOAS organizers were 
looking for in a resolution, I still felt inspired by her presence.  My experience at MOAS and with Tanya 
Blackburn cemented my desire to involve myself with national and international affairs. -Andrea J. Ratliff 
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Por  aviso del departamento de viajes del estado el paseo a México ha sido cancelado por este año. En su 
reemplazo becas para la Ciudad de San Antonio son ofrecidas. En este momento los miembros del plantel están 

estudiando otras opciones de viajes. 

, I was selected to take part in the Mexico 
Cultural program that took place in San Antonio, 
Texas.  Through this role I was able to experience San 
Antonio in a very distinct way: I studied about San 
Antonioôs rich and interesting history; I bonded with 
four amazing seniors from across Texas; and I was 
blessed with the opportunity of a lifetime.  

One of my many memorable experiences was 
at the restaurant, Mi Tierra .  History states that in 
1941, Pete and Cortez opened a three-table cafe for 
farmers who worked at the nearby Mercado. It is said 
that the owners lost the restaurant's key and did not 
want to change the locks, so they decided to keep it 
open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 

On the second night of our trip we opted to eat 
a late dinner at the locally famous Mi Tierra. Before 
we were seated, Mr. Buchanan eagerly led us to the 
muralôs history and continued to point out famous 
Hispanics such as Selena and George Lopez. Mi Tierra 
is known for its ornately painted mural of Hispanic 
heroes. Once we were directed to our table, I realized 
no other Mexican restaurant resembled Mi Tierra -
from the decorations to the atmosphere. As we were 
about to take our seats, I noticed mariachis were 
performing. I looked over to Saul, a friend I had met 
on this trip, and the others, I mentioned that I never  
had the experience of the mariachis singing to me. I 
asked the other students if they would be interested in 
having them sing to us upon ordering our food, and 
everybody agreed in excitement. 

Everyone in our party ordered traditional 
Mexican plates that consisted mainly of fajitas and 
menudo. While the waiters served us our drinks, we 
shared laughs as we talked about our school 
experiences, sports and activities we participate in. As 
previously arranged, we had the mariachis perform 
two songs for us when we were given our food. It was 
the perfect way to celebrate our new friendships. 
                I really enjoyed bonding with my new found 
friends and learning about the culturally affluent 
history of San Antonio. I have visited San Antonio 
many times in the past, but I have never seen San 
Antonio through this particular perspective. I feel 
honored to have been selected as a scholarship 
winner. Thank you Mr. Buchanan and Mrs. Martinez 
for a very memorable experience. 
 
    Yolanda Sanchez 

2010-2011 PASF  
Cultural Scholarship 

  

Congratulations to the following 
students for being chosen: 

    

 
Yolanda Sanchez 
George West H.S. 

Sponsor: Margarita R. Cantu 
 
 

Carina Diaz 
Stafford HS 

Sponsor: Rosalinda Munoz 
  
  

Ingrid Mendoza  
TAG Magnet H.S. 

Sponsor: Alfonso Correa 
   
 

Anthony Ruiz 
Townview Magnet H.S. 
Sponsor: Erik Buchanan 

  
  

Saul Santoyo 
Lufkin H.S. 

Sponsor: Alejandro Moreno 
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The Protector of Lost Jacke ts  
 
Assisting the San Antonio Cultural Trip in 

2010 with a group of kids from around Texas was 

the most refreshing educational tour of my 

experience. I had visited San Antonio before, but 
never had I become so acquainted with its 

attractions, history, and culture. There is an aspect of 

this trip I recall with great impression. It began with 
my ignorance of the history of San Antonio.  

I didnôt know that the city was named after 

St. Anthony of Padua until a boat ride down the river 

walk. The agreeable boat guide assured his audience 
in a rhyming habit he kept up throughout the ride 

that ñin San Antonio there are lots of things to see, 

and you may learn a little about history, by looking 
over to the left at St. Anthony.ò St. Anthony, as the 

comical guide said, is known as the protector of 

babies and lost or stolen items. This piece of 
information I thought was quite curious.  

 Later, I was excited to see an idol of St. 

Anthony at the San Fernando Cathedral 

unfortunately, mass was taking place when our 
group arrived. We didnôt go in the church from fear 

of interrupting, but I got to learn more about St. 

Anthony at the cathedral gift shop where history of 
the city and its influencing founders was 

conveniently displayed. For some reason I found St. 

Anthony very interesting, and more so when I 
misplaced the only jacket I took with me on the trip. 

I didnôt go so far as to pray to St. Anthony for its 

retrieval but I did look for it incessantly. The next 

day, my friend Anthony who also took part in the trip 
lost his cell phone. I thought it a quaint coincidence 

that we both lost something given the place we were 

at, the saint it was named after, and the fact that my 
friend shared its name.  

 I might be thinking into this mishap too 

much, but looking back I feel that I experienced a 

religious phenomenon. Out of the group of kids who 
went on the trip, Anthony and I were the only two 

that werenôt Catholic. St. Anthony might have tried 

to call our attention by the event of our misplaced 
items. I definitely felt a superstitious vibe in San 

Antonio that I truly admired. To think that a saint 

took my jacket to try to get me to convert is scary, 
but at least the Virgin Mary didnôt appear in a tortilla 

at Mi Tierra. 

Ingrid Mendoza 
 

I

n
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continued  



 

 

 

 

 

The City of San Antonio  

  

Having the opportunity of going to this trip was indeed a life time opportunity 
because not only did I learn about interesting sites in San Antonio but I also got the 

opportunity of interacting with wonderful people t hat thought me more than what I ever 
expected. Being able to acknowledge the thoughts of everyone and working together as 
a team since the beginning really united everyone in one way or the other.  

 All the sites were extremely beautiful, but the ones that  really caught my 
attention the most were The Institute of Texan Cultures and Spanish Governorôs Palace. 
The Institute of Texan Cultures is one of the places that I recommend especially 

because of the exhibits, programs, and special events designed to entertain, inspire, 
and educate fun activities that they offer and because of the way they inform and 
educate the stories of Texas and Texans.  

 The Spanish Governorôs Palace, is a National Historic Landmark in the city of San 
Antonio, Texas. This building is a piece of art that brings inspiration to everyone. It was 
built in the first half of the eighteenth century, and it was intended to protect the 

Alamo. It is a beautiful building in San Antonio that has kept some originality and 
although most of it was added after the eighteen century it is still educational and kept 

in a welcoming environment. Just like every other place we visited in San Antonio, 
everything was simply fascinating and I had so much fun learning and interacting with 
new people and making new friends. 

           Carina Diaz 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Historic_Landmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Antonio,_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Antonio,_Texas


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued  

F ive Can Unite Into One  

 

My journey to San Antonio was anything but 

ordinary. At first, I thought I was going to this trip alone, 

but my partner in crime was going to tag along with me. 

What more did I want? My best friend and I were going 

to escape the bon dages of home, and experience San 

Antonio together.  

When I heard I was going to take the bus to San 

Antonio, I was stoked. The people, the places, the 

personalities hooked me instantly because the idea of 

meeting new people always intrigued me. Once I got  

on the bus, I was out of the nest and was taking the 

chance to fly solo, temporarily at least. The sea of 

different shades of skin tone fascinated me, and I knew 

my trip was going to be a one to remember. As much as 

I was excited to sit next to someone ne w, he was 

unfortunately not as energetic as I was, but he did share 

his reasons why heõs traveling and nothing more.  

Although I didnõt sit next to my best friend throughout 

most of the five hour drive, I was glad that I got to 

experience something of my o wn. I wasnõt the only that 

had that opportunity because Ingrid, my best friend, 

had her bonding experience with a lady of Asian 

background. As I got off the bus, the journey began. It 

was San Antonio, Ingrid, and me.  

Surprisingly, other people from other p arts of 

Texas were waiting for our appearance at the hotel. We 

introduced each other, and then I knew that we were 

all on the same page, making the best of San Antonio 

with friendly strangers. Despite the fact we were 

strangers under one roof, we had to se ttle our 

differences, but it was no problem. We all brought 

something extraordinary to the group, and we meshed 

in perfectly.  

From Mi Tierra to the Spanish Governorõs Palace 

to the River Walk tour, one attraction in San Antonio that 

attracted me the most was the òPLAY! òexhibit at the 

Institute of Texan Cultures. Particularly, this exhibit was to 

attract the kid audience, but I couldnõt keep myself 

from feelings like a kid again. In this exhibit, there were 

human -sized billiard balls, dominoes, and foosbal l. My 

favorite was the billiard balls because there was 

something unusual to them. Each billiard ball had a 

distinct beat when they were separated, but all of them 

created a melodious instrumental when they were 

joined together.  

Ultimately, these billiard  balls were all tied to us. 

No matter how different we were like the numbers and 

colors of each billiard ball, our differences were what 

united us. We celebrated our differences by joining 

each of our melodies together, and made a sweet -

sounding symphony t hat lasted until home did us apart.     

Anthony Ruiz  
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San Antonio Cultural Trip Article  
 

The PASF Cultural Trip in San Antonio was a 

unique experience where I met 4 amazing people, who 

just like me are bi-culturally influenced and curious. I 
enjoyed and learned a lot from touring the city of great 

history, culture and friendship. During our trip we visited 

the River Walk Mall, movie theater, Mi Tierra, many 
historic sites such as the Alamo and of course the world 

famous San Antonio River Walk.  

 One of the many things that fascinated me was to 

attend the concert of The Youth Orchestra of San 
Antonio and La Juventud Sinfónica de Monterrey in the 

Municipal Auditorium. We did not know what to except 

but we were all excited and eager about listening for the 
first time to these bands. As we entered the auditorium, 

we could predict it was going to be an outstanding and 

enjoyable performance and we were not wrong. The 

Youth Orchestra began to play and amaze us with their 
classical and professional sounds with a piece called 

Sensemayá. Then they played the Juventud Sinfónica de 

Monterrey a song called Chaconne. The last two songs 
played by the bands combined were Danzón and 

Huapango de Moncayo which portrayed the mexican 

rhythm and culture from the region of La Huasteca in 
Mexico. The huapango was first performed by La 

Orchestra Sinfónica de Mexico in El Palacio de Bellas 

Artes and has also been played during a performance by 

El Ballet Folklórico de Amalia Hernandez, the world 
famous dancing company from Mexico City.  

 The concert was in celebration of the 100 years 

of Mexican Revolution and 200 years of Mexicoôs 
independence. It was also dedicated to the friendship 

between the cities of San Antonio and Monterrey to 

show their unity. That is why the concert was closed with 
both bands combined, expressing the solidarity of not 

only those two cities but also the United States and 

Mexico. The concert was a nice way to end our long day 

and an excellent experience that everyone would like to 
repeat. 

 I received many positive things from this trip. 

The best one and my favorite is the friendship that was 
created among us. As a senior, I have made many 

memories during my high school life, but this will 

definitely be one that I will always remember and be glad 

and grateful that I was choosen to be a part of. Thank 
you PASF, Mrs.Martinez and Mr.Buchanan for making 

this trip posible and to my new friends Carina, Ingrid, 

Anthony and Yolanda for making it fun! 
Saul Santoyo 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTER CONTEST REMINDERS!!!  
 Attention all PASF members participating in the p oster contest!  

  

 An individual competition that involves the creation of a poster that 

illustrates the PASF 20 10 -2011  Theme, to be completed within 3 

hours of work time.  

 Competitors must be active members of PASF.  

 All competitors shall report to the site of the event  at the time 

designated for the event to begin, lay out supplies, have supplies 

checked by the event coordinator.  

 Competitors are expected to provide all the supplies appropriate for 

the completion of their poster.  Supplies are limited to: one poster 

board (size 22ò x 28ò) per competitor, pencils, crayons, rulers, ink 

pens, colored markers, colored pencils, erasers, charcoal and 

pastels, & sharpener No pre -constructed props or artwork are to be 

brought to the site of event.  
 

On Thursday, December 9
th

, 

members from the George West High 

School Spanish Club arrived at the 

Live Oak Nursing Center bearing gifts 

and especially their gift of self through 

song.   All present cheerfully joined in 

the Spanish caroling and at the end 

the studentsõ gifts to the residents 

we re placed under their beautiful 

Christmas tree: a memory to cherish.   

Afterwards the members enjoyed 

fellowship and pizza at their annual 

Christmas Party.   Pictured from left to 

right are:   Brenda Camarillo, Ariel 

Munguia, Norma Castillo, Kayla Cantu, 

Daco ta Lamonde, Aimee Toscano, 

Kaitlyn Dolan, Mason Moore and 

Elizabeth Guerra.   Participants not 

pictured:   Matthew Hyde, Ramon 

Herrera, Jeremiah Herrera, Sam 

Cantu, Juan Paiz and Sra. Cantu, 

sponsor.  

Margarita R. Cantú  

Spanish I / Art Teacher  
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